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A PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
by Simeon Richards 


Having been appointed by the late Metropoli- 
tan warden of the Kursk Hermitage in Mahopac 
these seven years, I had some occasion to know 
him. Our relationship was quite formal; I did 
not know him with that ease and intimacy with 
which so many others knew him, yet I thoroughly 
appreciated the quiet and intensely dignified pres- 
ence of this gentle and angelic man who left us on 
the Feast of the Angels to join that heavenly choir. 

Great silence and time were mainsprings of 
his person. His very words were encased in si- 
lence, they arose out of silence. He seemed to wait 
there behind the silence, so as to greet you in a 
holy place. He waited for us all, even the whole 
Church, and condemned no man, neither did he 
despise any. Those who were foolish and naked he 
protected; he hated mockery... With the greatest 
respect and attention he waited; never to break, 
nor despoil, nor wound — that in silence and in 
secret our hearts might arise in us and recall us 
again to the true Love. He knew full well that wis- 
dom and love and the redemption of a Christian 
soul can be neither legislated nor coerced. 

He gave “time” to men with an extravagant 
generosity. These gifts of “time” would suspend a 
human life in hope. For so many he bought a few 
more days, months or years in which a soul might 
be recalled, unbruised in kindness to his Christ. 
His very presence imparted a certain freedom, a 
freedom which probed the deepest recesses of the 
heart, seeking some shame and sanity that would 
enable the heart to be broken from within by the 
Lord Himself. 

The Metropolitan lay in state in the Synod 
Cathedral those several days, magnificent, still, 
with that same unbroken presence. An experience 
of terrible vacancy and loss-bankruptcy was on the 
faces of so many. Only the spiritual beauty and 
power of the requiem services were able to address 
it. Like the eternal “Russian monk” described by 
a great Russian writer of the last century, our Vla- 


dika “kept the image of Christ fair and undefiled, 


“A man’s wisdom maketh his face to shine...” 


in the purity of God’s truth, from the times of the 
fathers of old, the apostles and the martyrs.” 
Others will write historical descriptions of 
Vladika; we wished only to say a word about him 
here in Mahopac.. Our rector, Archpriest Kon- 
stantine Fedoroff, a spiritual son of Vladika, is 
certain that Vladika has not left us — nor ever 
will. He exhorts everyone to preserve the spiritual 
content of Vladika’s injunctions and to hold most 
dear Vladika’s final testament to his flock, “to hold 
fast and keep clean before God that which our 
Holy Church has given us from the beginning.” 


Memory Eternal! 


Simeon Richards 
Kursk Icon Hermitage 


Mahopac, New York 


(After the repose of His Eminence Metropolitan 
Philaret the following message was found in his 
typewriter. No date has been indicated; however, 
one must conclude that it was typed with a few 
days of the hierarch’s peaceful repose. Fur us all, his 
spiritual children, it is his spiritual legacy, and a re- 
minder for us to live as true Orthodox Christians.) 


“Hold that fast which thou hast” (Rev. 3:11) 
These words, taken from the sacred Book of Rev- 
elation, have a particularly important significance 
in our time, our greatly sorrowful, wicked days, 
which are full of temptation. They remind us of 
that priceless spiritual treasure which we, the chil- 
dren of the Orthodox Church, possess. 

Yes, we are rich. And this spiritual wealth is 
that which the Holy Church has, and which be- 
longs to all her faithful children: the teaching of 
the Faith, our wonderful, salvific Orthodox Faith; 
the countless living examples of the life of people 
who have lived according to the Faith, accord- 
ing to those lofty principles and laws which the 
Church sets before us, and who have attained that 


—— 


spiritual purity and exalted state which is called 
sanctity; the beauty and magnificence of our Or- 
thodox divine services, and a living participation 
in them through faith and prayer; the fullness 
of the spiritual life of grace which is accessible to 
each and every one and, what is the crown of all, 


the unity of the children of the Church in that 
love of which the Saviour said: “By this shall all 
men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love 
one to another” (Jn. 13:35). 


+Metropolitan Philaret 


EXCERPT FROM TALK GIVEN BY ST. METROPOLITAN PHILARET OF NEW YORK 
STATEMENT CONCERNING THE MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE 


And here is something to which I would like to 
draw your attention — something about which 
very many do not think. Father Archimandrite 
Constantine, whom probably many of you know, 
the reposed editor of the journal Orthodox Rus, a 
profound Christian mind, he considered that the 
most terrible among all the achievements of the 
communists was that the communists created their 
own false-church, a soviet church which they shoved 
onto the unfortunate people in place of the genu- 


ine Church which went into the catacombs, went 
underground. Do not think that I am exaggerating 
or that Father Constantine was exaggerating! 

Once, in the year 1918, a Pan-Russian Church 
Council was held. At this Council, the entire Pan- 
Russian Church together with its first holy hier- 
arch, Patriarch Tikhon anathematized, excommu- 
nicated from the Church not only the theomachists 
and godless ones themselves, but also all those who 
would collaborate with them. 


A WORD ON THE ECUMENICAL COUNCILS 


“T believe in One Holy Catholic (Conciliar) and 
Apostolic Church.” And it has always been like 
this in the history of the Orthodox Church, that 
it was precisely conciliar and it was directed and 
guided by the conciliar voice of the faithful and 
those who are within the structure of this Church. 
And the voice of the Church, categorical and leg- 
islative in the life of the Church, always belonged 
to the so called Ecumenical Councils, when the 
heads and directors of various Church groups 
would gather together in order to discuss certain 
important Church questions. The “prototype”, if 
you will, for this was the first Apostolic Council 
which convened soon after the Ascension of the 
Savior into the heavens and the Descent of the Holy 
Spirit. The purpose of this Council was likewise to 
resolve Church matters of the utmost importance, 
and in the Book of Apostolic Acts thus it is writ- 
ten, “the apostles and presbyters gathered in order 
to discuss this matter.” And when a resolution 
was reached at this Council of the Apostles and at 


subsequent Ecumenical Councils, when a certain 
determination concerning the entire Church was 
pronounced, it customarily began with the words 
“As it was pleasing to the Holy Spirit and to us” 
followed by the specific text of the confession of 
faith in that matter. 

So therefore each person must remember that 
in the life of the Church the Ecumenical Councils 
are the main source, so to speak, of ecclesiastical, 
spiritual and legislative power. The rules of the 
Ecumenical Councils express the particular truths 
of the Church revealed to people by the Grace of 
the Holy Spirit and therefore that which is defined 
by the Ecumenical Councils is the indisputable, 
supreme spiritual authority and law for each faith- 
ful son and daughter of the Church. 

Let us remember this, beloved ones. Now in 
our times there is what they call a “vacillation of 
minds”. People often trust in themselves, in their 
intellect and reasoning in those matters in which 
one must submit to the Church. The Church laws 
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offer much and rearrange much in our free lives. 
What manner of life a person chooses, his occu- 
pation, whether he enters into marriage or lives 
a non-married life are all decisions of a person's 
free will. But there are issues on which the Ecu- 
menical Councils pronounced their indisputable 
determinations and in these matters there can be 


no free-thinking and pursuing of one’s own will, 
and there must only be unconditional obedience 
to the voice of the Church. And only that person 
who accepts the determinations in the confession 
of the faith, only that one can be considered to 
be a genuine member of the Orthodox Conciliar 


(Catholic) and Apostolic Church. Amen. 


A TALK AT A DIOSCESAN CONFERENCE 


It is so joyous and pleasing that we have gathered 
together today in a time when the Church is still 
celebrating the great and bright feast of the Resur- 
rection of Christ, for as you well know, according 
to the wise arrangement of the Mother the Church 
this great feast is celebrated incomparably long 
over the course of thirty-nine days up to the very 
apodosis of Pascha, which occurs already on the eve 
of another great feast, the Ascension of the Lord. 
But of course, it occurs to me that probably all 
or nearly all who are present here know that the 
great righteous one of the Russian land, the Holy 
Venerable Seraphim of Sarov not only during 
this period but during the entire year greeted the 
faithful who would come to him with the joyous 
greeting, “my joy, Christ is Risen!” on any day of 
the year. This is because he strove to immediate- 
ly strengthen and invigorate each Christian soul 
by reminding it of that great victory which the 
Savior for the sake of us men and for the sake of 
our salvation accomplished, for in His Resurrec- 
tion He vanquished evil, vanquished darkness and 
unbelief and vanquished falsehood. Venerable 
Seraphim also spoke these words because he was 
one of the greatest ascetics of piety, one of those 
about whom one could say took upon themselves 
the blows of the evil power in the front line. My 
reposed parent, the wise hierarch Vladika Arch- 
bishop Dimitri, loved to express the thought that 
ascetics of piety, in saving their souls, accomplish- 
ing their personal podvig at the same time like a 
front line regiment or the front battery, received 
the first and most ferociously strong blows of the 
evil power, for we know that when the devil and 
his minions, the evil spirits fought with the ascet- 
ics their attacks were launched in the open. They 


did not hide; they knew that they were seen and 
known anyway and their tares were discovered 
and therefore fought in the open. And in general 
this entire host of ascetics of piety was like unto a 
front regiment which fought not only for them- 
selves but for all their fellow brethren and for the 
Church. 

In our times, in our evil days when the world 
more and more steps away from the genuine 
Christian life, from Christian notions, from moral 
concepts which Christianity offers us, during this 
time those who think and try to live in a Christian 
manner are also now like the front regiment in 
the battle for the Truth of Orthodoxy. And every 
diocese, exactly in this same manner, defending 
Orthodox Truth, teaching Orthodoxy to its flock, 
also is like one of these front line battalions in this 
battle for the preservation of Orthodoxy and pi- 
ety. Therefore we must remember that it is not 
only the ministers of the Church, but also all of its 
true believers are now in essence warriors for the 
Truth and defenders of Orthodoxy. 

‘There is much shouting these days about love, 
Yes, they 
broadly open the embrace of their ecumenical love 


by all of these so-called ecumenists. 


in order to receive Orthodoxy into their embrace 
and smother it. But they will never be successful in 
this. The Lord said that when He establishes His 
Church, the gates of hades, all the efforts of malice 
will not prevail against it. But our business is to 
defend our faith and Orthodoxy and in every way 
steer the life of the Church in such a manner that 
it proceed along the sacred statutes and canons of 
the Orthodox Church, along that path which was 
charted by the holy apostles, fathers, and teachers 
of the Church and the Ecumenical Councils. 


I wish also to remind you that our Church 
Abroad faces a great, joyous but also responsible 
task — the glorification of the New Martyrs of 
Russia. It was justifiably pointed out that al- 
though the Russian land was defiled by those 
scoundrel godless ones and blasphemers, for never 
or anywhere before had there arisen such a stench 
of blasphemy, denial, malice, falsehood and un- 
belief as in our unfortunate native land, but on 
the other hand it is then blessed by the blood of 
the thousands and maybe even millions of mar- 


tyrs who suffered for faithfulness to Christ and the 


Church and by their martyric blood it may be that 
they washed that filth which was brought in to it 
by these doers and preachers of evil. So let us re- 
member that we face this task and each one of us 
must in some sense contribute and apply his effort 
so that this great triumphant occasion is carried 
out before the entire world ina fitting manner. So 
let us think about this not only here when we are 
gathered today, but in general so the glorification 
of the New Martyrs of Russia would occur and be 
carried out with the glory and magnificence ap- 
propriate to their podvig. And now let us begin 
the work. 


SERMON ON THE FEAST OF ALL THE SAINTS WHO SHONE FORTH IN FASTING 


In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit 


Now, when the Great Lent is at hand from which 
we are separated by merely one day, tomorrow, Sun- 
day, the Holy Church dedicates this last Saturday 
before the Great Lent to the memory of all the holy 
fathers who shone forth in fasting — that is, all our 
great ascetics, venerable and God-bearing fathers 
of whom there was such a great multitude over the 
entire course of Church history, the Church today 
glorifies all of them together, as one whole, and 
points them out to us as an example of how one 
must labor in fasting and prayer. 

They were the laborers who fulfilled that 
which was read in today’s Gospel passage, when 
the Lord says: “Take My yoke upon yourselves 
and learn of Me for I am meek and humble of 
heart and you will find rest for your souls.” They 
came to Him and learned from Him and became 
meek and humble of heart and found rest, for His 
yoke is easy and His burden is light. 

‘The fast is before us. The examples of this 
fasting are varied and they are given to us specifi- 
cally by the great ascetics and fasters. And they 
fasted in different ways. The Church has a spe- 
cifically defined rule, but the Church says in one 
of its service books: “a righteous one needs not a 
rule imposed for he does not cease to praise the 
works of God”; in other words, a person needs a 
prayer rule, a particular order in which to conduct 


his prayer life, yet a righteous one has no need 
of this for he unceasingly glorifies God, unceas- 
ingly stands before Him; he accomplishes much 
more than what is prescribed by the rule and or- 
der of the Church. It is likewise for us; we have 
the Church rule on prayer and fasting. But these 
great ascetics, spiritual athletes fasted much more 
strictly than the rule indicates. 

You and I know, for example, that the Vener- 
able Paisios the Great had fasted twice for forty 
days, partaking of nothing, but only strengthen- 
ing himself by receiving the Holy Mysteries of 
Christ. This was a rare example, while there are 
very many examples of those who fasted an entire 
week among the God-pleasers. Many partook of 
nothing during Holy Week and only at the end of 
it strengthened themselves by partaking of food. 
But the Church does not indicate this in its rules, 
She does not require these extreme feats from us, 
but calls upon us to observe the fast according to 
our strength, applying our effort in conformance 
to the Church rule. 

Of course, when a person is weak, when a 
person is infirm, strict fasting is not required of 
him. The fast has as its goal in regards to a person’s 
physical strength, to bridle and humble it; but if 
a person is ill, then he has already been physically 
weakened and why should he do that which the ill- 
ness has already done? One great laborer in podvig 
was a Strict ascetic, but when he fell ill he modified 
his manner of life. His neighbor, who was like- 
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wise a great ascetic and faster, seeing this, asked 
him, “Why are you indulging yourself?” But the 
former one replied, “We did not learn from our fa- 
thers to be mortifiers of the flesh, but mortifiers of 
the passions” — that is, our labors and specifically 
strict fasting do not have the purpose of bring- 
ing the body into a state of weakness but only to 
weaken the passions. Saint Basil the Great, who 
of course himself was an example of a strict ascetic 
and faster, however said that the fast should not 
make a person weak and without strength, for had 
it been better for us to be feeble, then the Lord 
would have created us that way. But since He 
created man with a known quantity of physical 
strength, then this is the norm, but a person must 
only, in obeying the Church, train himself to be 
obedient and at the same time through the podvig 
of fasting to humble his human nature so that it 
not entice him with passions and lusts. Therefore 
all the ascetics say that when illness or something 
else weakens a man, then he can always reduce, so 
to speak, his podvigs, moderate his way of life if he 
has generally been in the habit of fasting. 

But at the same time one must, of course, re- 
member that fasting has been established by the 
Church, instituted by the Church and the Church 
does not do anything frivolous and if She insti- 
tuted fasting, then a Christian must accept Her 
institutions with obedience and piously carry out 
what the Church calls for. As we had once already 
cited here an example from the life of Venerable 
Seraphim who once said directly that whoever 
does not observe the fast is not a Christian, no 
matter whom he considers himself to be, no mat- 
ter who others consider him to be. If he does not 
obey the Church and does not fulfill Her statutes 
he is not a Christian. Venerable Seraphim in his 
assertion completely based it on the words of the 
Savior Himself, for the Lord Jesus Christ said: “If 
someone does not listen to the Church he is the 
same as a pagan and publican” — that is, he is 
no longer a Christian, no longer a member of the 
Church. 

If you and I take a look at the life which sur- 
rounds us now and see how Orthodox Christians, 
specifically Orthodox Russian people view fasting, 
the conclusion will be very disconcerting! Many 


people who not only do not observe the fasts, but 
almost speak of them with ridicule, or in any case 
even say that this is something antiquated, some 
kind of archaism of antiquity and that in our days 
it is completely unnecessary. And in this man- 
ner they subject themselves to the Church’s judg- 
ment and to the conclusion reached by Venerable 
Seraphim, who said, I repeat, whosoever does not 
observe the fasts is no longer a Christian. 

We must always remember this because now 
life has become such that it throws at us the temp- 
tation to violate Church rules at every step and 
provides very, very few examples of compliance 
with these rules. Of course, one can find these ex- 
amples. In our mother Rus’ during the last decades 
prior to the revolution Russian Orthodox people 
were completely incorrigible with regards to fast- 
ing. Again, Venerable Seraphim was saying exactly 
that “the wrath of God is moving toward Russia 
because people have stopped obeying the Church 
and in particular have stopped observing the fasts.” 
Venerable Seraphim had foretold this and you 
and I see indeed, the stern wrath of God has come 
down on the unfortunate nation of Russians and 
the country of Russia. But I repeat there had been 
examples and they exist even now, of certain peo- 
ple strictly observing the fasts. Perhaps some of 
you are familiar with the name of the prominent 
man of culture, Alexei Stepanovich Khomiakov. 
He was a writer-publicist and deep theologian with 
a creative, independent, brilliant theological mind 
but at the same time never imparting anything of 
his own, but completely basing his writings on the 
teachings of the holy fathers. Khomiakov had mas- 
tered those teachings and was able to employ them 
in building all his own theological reasonings. As 
well he was a husband, father, head of the family, 
lived a full life as a person lives, and at the same 
time he was a most faithful and most dedicated 
son of the Church. According to his education 
and cultural level he belonged to the highest ech- 
elons, the aristocracy of Russia, and everyone was 
astounded that whenever he would appear in high 
society, which had almost completely apostatized 
from the Church and had forgotten all about fast- 
ing, he amazed everyone by his precise and strict 


observance of the fasts: no one could ever force 


a 


him to violate the fasts. And when everyone was 
astounded by this, he would respond: “I am an Or- 
thodox Christian who must obey the Church and 
observe Her statutes.” 

In our days it often happens that when we, 
the clergy come somewhere on a fasting day, we 
constantly see non-fasting food on the table, but 
we are told: “Here is some fasting food for you, 
you are keeping the fast?! There is one bishop who 
replies when he is told, “Vladika, here is fasting 
food for you,” he replies: “Yes, for indeed I am 
Orthodox.” By this he indicates to his hosts that 
if they have stopped observing the fasts, they have 
ceased being Orthodox. 


Let us remember this, beloved, and let us be 
inspired by the example of the great ascetics whom 
the Church celebrates today. How the great Abba 
Anthony, Theodosius the Great, Euthymios the 
Great, our venerable holy fathers Sergius of Ra- 
donezh, Seraphim of Sarov and others like them 
fasted. ‘These men were a colossus of spirit! You 
and I are little people before them, but their ex- 
ample must inspire us too, so that we, as much as 
our feeble strength permits, would try after all to 
imitate them, for to venerate the saints means not 
only revere, glorify and pray to them, but accord- 
ing to our ability, emulate their holy lives, their 


podvig. Amen. 


A SERMON ON CHRISTIAN PODVIG 


In the Name of the Father and of the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. 


In today’s Gospel passage which was read during 
the divine liturgy we heard how the Savior was once 
asked a question: “Lord, are there indeed few who 
will be saved?” Evidently this question was asked 
by one who had heard the teaching of the Savior 
and who came to understand that height and that 
strictness which marks the teaching of the Lord and 
Savior and the teaching of the Gospel. And so this 
person asks, “can it be that few will be saved?” for 
the one who posed the question understood that 
there are not many people who could measure up, 
so to speak, to that standard, who could indeed turn 
out to be fulfillers of this teaching which leads to 
salvation. And he hears the answer of the Savior, 
as if not answering him literally, but directly. The 
Lord says, “strive to enter in through the narrow 
gates for,” He adds, “many will seek to enter in and 
will not be able.” 

Consequently, the direct and doubtless con- 
clusion drawn from this is that Christianity is a 
labor (podvig) and to struggle means to be a podvi- 
zhnik (ascetic). And if in the life of a person who 
considers himself to be Orthodox, there is no pod- 
vig, in general none at all, then he is in danger 
of not inheriting salvation, not inheriting eternal 


life. It is sufficient to compare these words of 
the Savior with His other words, where He said, 
“if whosoever wishes to follow Me, let him deny 
himself, take up his cross and follow Me.” Con- 
sequently, I repeat, Christianity is a labor and he 
who does not labor is in danger of not receiving 
salvation. Yet our feebleness overcomes saying, 
what labors have we got to show? It was in the 
olden days, the great, holy God-pleasers and in 
general ancient Christians were truly ascetics but 
what ascetic labors can we claim? But neverthe- 
less, the Lord is compassionate and even here He 
does not deprive us of the possibility of salvation. 
He specifically tells us directly through His saints, 
that if a person humbly, submissively, without 
murmuring and on the contrary with thanksgiv- 
ing accepts all the sorrows which are sprinkled in 
abundance on his path of life, then this is counted 
to him as a podvig. 

It seems there were several occasions here on 
which one example from the lives of the saints was 
cited, but it is timely to remember it once more. 
‘This was the account from antiquity, when ascet- 
ics had gathered together to converse on the paths 
of salvation. And one of them poses the question: 
“Fathers and brethren, how will monks live and 
in general believing Christians, what will they be 
like after we are gone?” One of the great fathers 
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answers, “They will only be able to bear half of 
our podvig. But those who will live close to the 
end times, those” replied the elder, “will not be 
able to labor as we do at all, but they will have 
a multitude of sorrows,” said the great ascetic. 
“And if they bear all these sorrows as is fitting for 
a Christian, with humility, without murmuring, 
with thanksgiving, well then,” said the elder, “the 
Lord will count this for them as a great podvig and 
in the Heavenly Kingdom they will be higher than 
us.” 

Of course our feebleness would not permit us 
to even contemplate such a height, to suddenly 
stand higher than the ancient great saints, but 
what encouraging words these are! With what a 
light do they suddenly illumine the life path of 


each of us. Nowadays life is full of sorrows and 
not only in the sense of personal sorrows, but in 
common life everywhere. For you see yourselves: 
all the time news after news and almost always 
the news is most grievous; life is ever worsening, 
ever more sullied and dirty, ever more complicat- 
ing and confusing. But yet if in the midst of this 
multitude of sorrows, both one’s personal and 
common sorrows in which one must take part 
one way or another, if in this multitude the Chris- 
tian will really strive to meet and bear it all in a 
Christian manner, then he truly will be an ascetic. 
And then, without effort, without any particular 
seeking, he will find his life path of podvig, that 
path of which the Lord said, “strive to enter into 
the narrow gates.” Amen. 


ON RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 


In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 


We congratulate all the communicants of the Holy 
Mysteries of Christ on this joyous day, on this great 
mercy of God. Once I had already said in this holy 
temple that the most blessed Abba Metropolitan 
Anthony used to say that a person, who with faith, 
humbly, worthily has communed of the Holy 
Mysteries is already half saved for eternity and ifhe 
manages to worthily preserve that great gift which 
he has received in the Mystery of Communion, 
then the power of the enemy will not do anything 
to him and his soul will then acquire its salvation 
in eternity. 

It seems unlikely that one could find an Or- 
thodox Russian Christian who during the mo- 
ments of penitent prayer, while preparing to com- 
mune, in general while seriously contemplating 
one’s soul, that he or she may not have good de- 
sires to amend his or her life and begin to live in 
a Christian manner as is fit for a Christian. But 
our problem is that when a person firmly resolves, 
then, as the holy hierarch Theophan the Recluse 
expressed himself, “his so-called firm decision 
looks very much like springtime snow in the sun; 
it seems to lie there, sparkling beautifully, but as 


soon as the sun peeks out — ina short while there 
is not even a trace left of the snow. And such is the 
case with our so-called firm intentions.” The holy 
hierarch Theophan also says, “It is only when the 
Grace of God overshadows him, only that Grace 
can make his vacillating, weak, unsure, unstable 
good intentions steadfast and firm.” ‘Therefore, 
the communicant of the Mysteries of Christ must 
remember above all that specifically here, at the 
Holy Chalice which he had approached, is the 
source of strength and power. 

But of course, the Lord does not forcibly lead 
anyone into His Heavenly Kingdom but only calls 
us to follow Him. For essentially the duty of a 
Christian in his life is to follow the path behind 
Christ the Savior Who showed us the way of a 
genuinely Evangelical life. And since a human, 
as was already said, is inconstant and fickle, he 
requires the help of Divine Grace in every place 
and constantly. And so in the Holy Mysteries of 
Christ it is this source of power that he receives. 

One might ask, why is it then that far from all 
those who have communed do not fundamentally, 
firmly amend and change their lives for the better 
from a Christian point of view. The answer here 
is simple. Even in physics, in natural sciences it is 
said that in order that one power or another might 
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produce its action, it requires as they say a point 
of application. Power applied to a specific point 
causes it to act and produce that action for which 
it is intended, but if this point of application is 
not present, then the power remains inert. There 
is no greater power than the almighty Divine pow- 
er of Grace, but even It requires for Itself a point 
of application. And so, this point of application is 
the individual effort of the person himself. 
Unfortunately it happens in many cases, that 
a person might even make confession and receive 
Communion; it would seem everything is fine 
and there is a good mind-set, but as soon as he 
walks away from the chalice, he immerses himself 
in worldly vain commotion and in essence does 
nothing on his part in order to change his life for 
the better. Again he becomes immersed into the 
same vain commotion, into the same old interests 


and then Divine Grace does not steer him for It 
does not see the presence of those efforts on his 
part which are essential. 

So remember, in the Communion of the Holy 
Mysteries you have received a mighty power to- 
ward good, but this power seeks your efforts. The 
Lord once said through His prophet, “My son, ap- 
ply your strength and I will apply My strength to 
your strength.” It is as if the Lord is saying, “you 
must make an effort yourself, and I will help you.” 

This is what every communicant must remem- 
ber. A good and holy deed has been done; the 
communicant of the Holy Mysteries has joined 
himself with Christ Himself, the Source of Life, 
but let him remember that now effort lies ahead, 
just as before. The Lord Whom he has received 
will help in his labors, but will not labor in his 
stead. Amen. 


SERMON 
ON HOW 
ONE MUST HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THE SOVIET CHURCH 


In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 


That Gospel reading which we heard today during 
divine liturgy, the Church reads often. It is ap- 
pointed to be read during the serving ofa molieben, 
which is performed for the sick, because in this Gos- 
pel reading it speaks of how the Lord Jesus Christ 
healed the servant of a Caperneum centurion. 

It is characteristic that when the centurion of 
Caperneum began to ask the Savior that He heal 
his servant, the Lord said, “I will come and heal 
him,” but the humility of the centurion prompted 
him to say the following, “Lord, do not labor, I 
am not worthy for You to come under the roof of 
my house, but just say the word and my servant 
will be healed. Even I, being a man under author- 
ity, have soldiers under me who carry out my or- 
ders. Even more so, can Your almighty word not 
be carried out by the one to whom it is directed?” 

And at this point, the Gospel says that, hav- 
ing heard this, Christ the Savior marveled and, 
turning to his fellow travelers said, “Verily I say 


unto you, I have not found such faith even in 
Israel.” 

Two times you and I read in the Holy Gospel 
how the Lord marveled. One time He marveled 
at the faith of that centurion, a pagan Judzan, 
and the other time He marveled at the unbelief 
of His compatriots. It is stated directly that “He 
marveled at their unbelief.” But in fulfilling the 
centurion’s request, the Lord said to him, “Go 
thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done 
unto thee.” “Everything is possible for the one 
who believes” the Lord had said prior to perform- 
ing another miracle. Everything is possible for the 
believer, but it is important that the person have 
faith and have the ¢rve faith and not a false one. 
He must have that faith about which the Church 
speaks on the Sunday of Orthodoxy. This faith is 
Apostolic, this faith is the true faith, this faith is 
the Orthodox faith, this faith has confirmed the 
universe.” 

Our times, beloved brethren, are unique. 
Never before in the world has there been such a 
multitude of imitations, such a mass of deception 
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even in the spiritual, Church sphere. Therefore 
we, being sons and daughters of our Russian Or- 
thodox Church Abroad, must thank God for this, 
for our Church holds as its primary objective the 
preservation of apostolic and patristic Orthodoxy, 
precisely in that form in which the apostles handed 
it down to the original Church and in which form 
it has come down to us. And our Church Abroad, 
I repeat, holds as its fundamental, primary objec- 
tive the preservation of the purity and faithfulness 
to apostolic, patristic Orthodoxy. If we use this 
criterion to assess that multitude of various de- 
nominations and various religions which abound 
these days, then of course we see that not one of 
them measures up to this criterion. 

On one hand the Orthodox person now 
stands before the temptation to succumb to that 
trend which is now called “ecumenism” and which 
desires to unite all confessions of faith, all reli- 
gions together, in order to supposedly create fi- 
nally a true faith and that a true church should 
be formed. According to them, there is not yet 
supposedly a true Church and they want to create 
it. Is this not a terrifying enticement?! The Lord 
Jesus Christ said, “I will establish My Church and 
the gates of hades will never prevail against it” but 
according to them this Church has not yet been 
established and contemporary theologians want 
to create it. Do not fall prey to this enticement, 
Christian soul! Remember that your faith is Ap- 
ostolic, pure, Orthodox, irreproachable. In this 
faith everything is given. The Son of God brought 
His mercy and Truth; the Church received it and 
carefully preserves it, and communes its faithful 
sons and daughters of that Truth. 

But these enticements of the contemporary 
world sweep away from yourself. Those who say, 
and say it often, that all religions are good, that 
there is one God and therefore all religions are 
good, let them think over a simple fact. If on a 
wall there are ten different clocks hanging and 
they all show a different time, can we say that all 
of the times shown are correct? Of course not. 
‘The same applies here. There can not be several 
truths and there can not be several Churches, for 
the Lord had said, “I will establish My Church”, 
not My churches. Therefore value the fact that you 
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are a child of the True Church and do not suc- 
cumb to the various enticements of our days. 

There are other enticements which grow more 
and more acute when those who are in our unfor- 
tunate homeland, its hierarchs, the soviet hierarchs 
of the patriarchate are compelled to say what they 
are ordered by their masters. Do not forget that, 
prior to 1927, the Russian Church was drowning 
in the blood of martyrs, endured persecution, but 
stood on the true path of martyrdom and confes- 
sion. But in 1927, when the head of the church 
at the time committed a dreadful deed and acqui- 
esced to an accord with that regime which had as 
its goal, has as its goal and will have as its goal un- 
til the Lord destroys it, the annihilation of faith, 
primarily the Christian faith and primarily in our 
homeland. They do not conceal this goal. They 
speak about it quite candidly, and yet there are 
gullible people to whom it seems that if something 
which appears or is akin to a church exists there, 
then that means it is really the Church. There 
is a true Church over there, but it has gone into 
the so-called catacombs. ‘This is the persecuted 
Church; this is the hidden Church. It exists, we 
know, because among our Church Abroad sons 
and daughters there are many who managed to 
come abroad but, while they were still there, they 
were members of this catacomb, hidden Church. 
Meanwhile, the official soviet church hierarchy is 
forced to say what its bosses command. But you 
don't forget, that never before in the world has 
there been such an evil, such a cruel, such a merci- 
less, such a treacherous, such a /ying regime such 
as that. They cannot be believed in anything, not 
words, not accords, nothing! And if the unfortu- 
nate hierarchs over there are under their pressure, 
we can only pity them but i2 no manner should we 
enter into any dealings with them. 

Now they are sending out their servants of 
falsehood everywhere. Beware of this. Don’t enter 
into any dealings with them. Our reposed Met- 
ropolitan Anastassy of blessed memory wrote in 
his final will and testament, that “we the children 
of the Church Abroad must not only not enter 
into interaction in prayer and Church serving, but 
we must not even enter into day to day, worldly 
interaction with them, for this is dangerous; this 


is spiritual poison.” Dont fall for their flattering 
words, Christian soul, faithful soul. Remember 
that under such a regime, the True Church can 
only be persecuted, and if it is not being perse- 
cuted, then it on the contrary is collaborating 
with this regime, the main goal of which is the de- 
struction of the faith and Christianity; all of this 
clearly indicates that the situation there is sinister. 

We are not judging the hierarchy over there. 
We know full well that never has a single church 
been in such hellish conditions as those in which it 
finds itself. We do not judge them. We feel sorry 
for them; we pray that the Lord deliver them from 


this terrible spiritual prison and enslavement. But 
we can have no interaction with them, because 
this would mean that through them we enter into 
relations with that regime to which they gullibly 
subjugated themselves. May this not be! And you 
remember, Orthodox soul, that since you are in 
the Church Abroad, I will repeat this prohibition: 
Thank God for this and do not succumb to any 
deception, to any enticement, to any persuasion 
which are so widespread these days. Remember 
what the Lord said in the Apocalypse, “Be faithful 
unto death and I will give you the crown of life.” 
Amen. 


SERMON ON REPENTANT SINNERS 


In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 


‘The great and bright feast approaches closer and 
closer. Only a few days now separate us from it 
and soon, God willing, you and I will be bowing 
down before the One lying in the manger, incar- 
nate for the sake of us men and for the sake of our 
salvation, the Son of God. 

If the question were to be posed, “why was such 
an extreme, such a supernatural miracle required, 
as the incarnation of Infinite God?” the answer to 
this would not be difficult to find because the Sav- 
ior of the world Himself precisely gave an answer 
to this. He said, “I came to call not the righteous 
but sinners to repentance” and almost on every 
page of the Holy Gospel you and I see how the 
Savior was able to find sinful souls and lead them 
to repentance: Zaccheus, enslaved by love of 
money and the Samaritan woman who led an im- 
pure, sinful, adulterous life — all of them found 
themselves among the assembly of the saved. And 
even more than this, even on the Cross, the Savior 
was able to find a sinful soul which it was possible 
to save and the wise thief entered with Him first 
into heaven as the holy fathers say. And now, in 
today’s Gospel reading what a wondrous, touch- 
ing example of this kind-heartedness of the Savior 
toward sinners and a penitent soul! 


Christ the Savior had accepted the invitation 
of Simeon the Pharisee gracefully and so reclines 
at the meal with him. Of course, there were many 
guests, but then a woman arrives, whose reputa- 
tion in the town was absolutely specific; it is brief 
ly described in the Gospel with the words, “she 
was a sinner”, that she was predominantly a sin- 
ner, who served sin. And so she came. Once | 
already had the occasion to say that the Lord Jesus 
Christ, while He made His earthly sojourn, He 
was like the sun which shines and warms and all 
infirm souls reached out to him just as a sick plant 
in a cellar stretches toward a beam of sunlight. 
Likewise, this soul, having heard much about the 
kind-heartedness of the Savior of sinners irrepress- 
ibly streamed toward Him. Risking everything, 
risking that perhaps He would not receive her or 
that they would simply throw her out knowing 
her dirty reputation, but by the providence of the 
Savior of the world nothing of the sort happened 
— she managed to reach Him as He sat at meat 
and she said nothing to Him; she knew that to 
Him all human souls were revealed — only sorrow 
alone gripped her overwhelmingly for the life she 
had lived, over everything that she had commit- 
ted; she could only bend down before His most 
pure feet, saying nothing, pour over them her 
tears of repentance and wipe them with the hairs 
of her head and anoint them with myrrh. When 
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she began to do this, probably silence descended 
on all those present, a silence in which the only 
thing audible were the quiet sobs of a repenting 
soul. And Christ is silent. It is not clear yet how 
He will receive all of this. 

I will get a little ahead and tell you how He 
receives this. A certain ascetic once saw the Savior 
Himself and the Savior in His most pure hands 
was holding some sort of a pitcher. The ascetic 
said, “Lord Jesus, what is this that You have?” 
The Lord replied, “This pitcher holds the tears 
of penitent sinners — they are so precious to Me 
that I always have them with Me.” ‘This is how 
He receives them! But in this case He is silent. 
Right then willing parties emerged to judge and 
the first among them was the host, who reasoned 
that if indeed He were a prophet, He would not 
have permitted this woman to approach Him. He 
would know that she is a sinner. 

Having read his soul with greater ease than 
it is for us to read an open book, the Lord says 
to him, “Simon, I need to tell you something.” 
“Tell it, O Teacher.” “One creditor had two debt- 
ors; one owed him a small amount, fifty pence, 
while the other owed a large amount, five hundred 
pence, yet he forgave them both. What do you 
think, which of them will love him more?” The 
answer was easy. Simon answers Him, “of course, 
the one to whom more was forgiven.” Then the 
Lord says, “You reasoned correctly. Now then look 
at this sinful woman; she rendered to Me all the 
signs of love which you did not render unto Me. 
When you received Me you should have greeted 
Me, anointed My head with oil and poured water 
over My feet — this is appropriate for the servant 
of the host to do but you did none of this; but she, 
as you see, when she came she poured her tears 
onto My feet and does not cease to kiss them; she 
anoints them with myrrh and wipes them with the 
hairs of her head. I tell you that her many sins are 
remitted because she loved much.” 

What a moving example and with what a great 
love did the Lord Savior receive this sinful woman! 
As it turned out He did not overlook anything — 
He saw everything and accepted everything. 

Now here is another example of how He is 
compassionate toward a penitent soul. Once, His 


enemies dragged to Him another sinful woman, 
literally torn away from the foul sin of fornication. 
They hauled her to Him and insidiously posed the 
question, “Teacher, now Moses told us that this 
sort must be stoned to death. And what do You 
If He 


were to say it was not necessary, then He Himself 


say?” Diabolically cunning calculation. 


would be subject to stoning as a violator of the 
law; yet if He were to say it was necessary, then 
He would repel those who consider Him to be so 
kind-hearted. One way or the other either answer 
would be to His detriment — so they reasoned. 
As you probably remember, the Lord squatted to 
the ground and was writing something and an- 
swered nothing. Furthermore, according to tradi- 
tion, He was writing down the sins of those scribes 
and Pharisees who had dragged this woman to 
Him, themselves being worse sinners. But when 
they stubbornly hounded Him, He finally stood 
up straight and told them, “Whoever among you 
is without sin, cast the first stone at her.” Note 
what an astoundingly wise reply which no man 
could have devised. The Lord does not abolish the 
law for He Himself said, “I came not to destroy 
the law but to fulfill it And so He confirms, 
‘Yes, the law does exist and it must be observed, 
but you, those who speak about this, who among 
you is himself without sin, let him start this busi- 
ness of punishing the guilty woman.” Even their 
hardened consciences spoke up. One by one they 
began to disperse and only the Savior of sinners 
and one of the sinners remained. 

But notice a most moving detail. All of the 
accusers had run away, had left. She could eas- 
ily then also have left. It is not difficult to imag- 
ine what a shame she felt in her soul when she 
felt herself covered with the vile filth of this sin 
when standing next to such heavenly purity, next 
to such spiritual height. Of course, she could have 
easily run away, to hide her shame, and yet she 
did not run away. And why did she not leave? 
She did not leave, because after what she had just 
been through she realized how good it was to be 
next to Him. With her entire heart she sensed 
Who was before her and she senses that He will 
not push her away because, in fact, He stood up 
to her defense and saved her from this anger, this 


wrath and malice. She stands there. She does not 
leave. She is waiting for something. The Lord sees 
that there was no one else there, says graciously to 
her, “Woman, where are your accusers? No one 
has condemned you.” She answered quietly, “No 
one, Lord.” And she hears an answer from the 
One Who Alone can judge, “Nor do I condemn 
you. Go and sin no more,” 

Remember, beloved, that the Lord says this 
same thing to every penitent soul in the mystery 
of confession and repentance when a Christian 
man or woman receives remission of sins. It is the 
same thing in essence. When we hear while we are 
making our confession, repenting, that the spiri- 
tual father looses our sins by the power given to 
him from God, then here the Lord specifically says 


this, “I do not condemn you — you are forgiven 
and loosed and go but sin no more.” And through 
this, the Christian, in receiving forgiveness and re- 
mission, is completely freed of those sins which 
had been on his conscience, but in forgiving them, 
the Lord annihilates them in such a manner as if 
they had never existed. At the same time the peni- 
tent must take measures to fight against sin and 
not to go on sinning frivolously as he did before 
but to conduct a battle against his sins. 

There is no doubt that all of these sinners 
whom the Lord released so mercifully, with for- 
giveness, that they corrected their lives. Oh, if 
only the Lord would help you and me to complete 
our repentance as is due with amendment of life! 


Amen. 


SERMON ON REPENTANCE 


‘The Holy Gospel tells us that when in the desert the 
voice of God sounded to John, the son of Zacha- 
riah, he came out onto the banks of the Jordan and 
the preaching of the Baptist thundered throughout 
all of Palestine. And we know that he began his 
preaching with a call to repentance, “Repent, for 
the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!” The Gospel 
tells us that the Savior of the world Himself upon 
embarking on His great ministry, He too began His 
teaching with the same words: “Repent, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” This is a direct 
indication that while the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand, it may only be entered through repentance. 

We are now approaching the Great Lent which 
is precisely the season for works of penitence. It 
is the time of fasting, prayer and repentance. It 
might seem simple to repent, admit one’s sins, 
condemning oneself for committing them, mak- 
ing a promise to the Lord to sin no more; what 
could seem simpler, as some think. But if the 
person truly makes an attempt after confession 
and repentance to bring about a positive change 
in his life and reject his habitual sins, at this very 
point he will indeed feel to what degree the sin has 
latched onto his heart, how deeply it has entered 
into him, how it has penetrated his entire being, 
his soul, spirit and body. 


‘This is why the Church, as we just now heard, 
on behalf of each one of us turns to the Lord 
with the prayer: “Open for me the doors of re- 
pentance, O Lifegiver.” “I have approached these 
doors of repentance” says the sinner “but I cannot 
open them by myself because despite repenting so 
many times, my repentance remains fruitless.” In 
fact, remember, Christian soul, how many times 
have you offered this repentance? When a person 
repents, seemingly with sincerity, from his entire 
heart he confesses his sins to the Lord with a de- 
sire to tear away from them, to cease committing 
them, but what happens next? He remembers 
how again and again he sinned, having made God 
a promise to sin no more. And the Lord, through 
certain life events and the guidance of kind people 
and through your conscience, by His merciful and 
saving hand stopped you, but you pushed aside 
His hand and again strove toward sinful ways. 
This is essentially what each one of us can and 
must say about himself. 

Soon the Gospel reading about the Prodigal 
Son will be read in Church. This passage points 
out that when he realized what he was doing and 
came to his senses, saying, “I will go to my father 
and admit my guilt;” he did not stop at merely 
admitting his sinfulness but went and carried out 
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that which he intended to do. And he corrected 
his life and was received as he had been before into 
the embrace of fatherly love. So let us remember 
that the gates of repentance are before us; that 
when we approach them we cannot open them 
ourselves and therefore we pray: “Open to us the 
doors of repentance O Lifegiver”, so that the Lord 
by His omnipotent power and His compassionate 
grace would open for us too these cherished doors 
of repentance for, as it has already been said, there 
is no other entrance into the Kingdom of God’s 
promises other than entry with repentance. 

And so, when the time of prayers of repentance 
and strict Lent arrives, then remember, always re- 
member how you repented previously but never 
corrected yourself. Therefore pray to the Lord that 
the Lord, in accepting your repentance would also 
send you strength to correct yourself. St. John the 
Baptist would say to people that would come to 
him: “Work fruits worthy of repentance.” The 
great Russian righteous elder Amvrossy of Optina 


used to say, “What times have come upon us; be- 
fore when a person would make confession and 
repent, one could see from his manner of life that 
he did not repent in vain, did not confess in vain. 
One could see that he is attempting to make his 
life better and better in the spiritual sense. But 
now,” elder Amvrossy said, “those times are now 
afar off from us, but now,” as he said, “a person 
will come, tell of his sins and seemingly weeps re- 
morsefully over them with repentance, but then 
continues the same things without changes.” 

Therefore pray, Christian, that the Lord, I 
repeat, in accepting your repentance would send 
you strength and resoluteness in order to declare 
war against your sins. The Lord does not demand 
sinlessness from us, for He knows our weaknesses 
and infirmities, but He awaits our sincere repen- 
tance and He awaits that we should depart from 
an indifferent attitude toward our sins, that we en- 
ter into battle with them and then He will help us 
too to change for the better. Amen. 


SERMON ON THE SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON 


In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 


The Great Lent is approaching. Only two weeks 
separate us now from it and in the Church prayers 
themes of penitence are heard more and more. 
Today for the first time this year you and I heard 
how the Church chants one of the Psalms of David 
which it had accepted and preserved from distant 
antiquity for its New Testament divine service. 
“On the rivers of Babylon” says this Psalm, “there 
we sat and wept when we remembered Zion,” that 
is, on the rivers of Babylon, where we were led 
into captivity by our enemies, we sat and wept 
remembering our holy places in our homeland. 
Further on in the Psalm it speaks of how insistently 
the Judzan captives spoke then (from various as- 
pects), that they would never forget their holy 
things, their Zion, Jerusalem, those things which 
they loved and from which they were torn away. 
But next are words which require explanation. We 


hear these words chanted: “Remember, O Lord, 
the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem who 
said raze it, raze it even to the foundation thereof.” 
Here it speaks of the tragedy which the nation of 
Israel suffered when the fierce conqueror overcame 
them. The sons of Edom, descendants of Esau, 
had promised help to the people of Israel who were 
threatened by danger, but when the conquerors 
swept in and began to demolish the conquered city, 
instead of the promised aid, these sons of Edom 
said to the conquerors, “Raze it, raze it even to the 
foundation” — that is, demolish it, demolish it to 
its very foundation so that nota stone remain from 
it. This was a terrible treachery and betrayal but 
there was no one to whom they could complain. 
‘The saying “woe unto the conquered” is not in 
vain and it was only to the God of Israel that the 
Jews could lift up their sighs, their wails, saying, 
“Lord, at least You Yourself remember those sons 
of Edom who so betrayed, deceived and delivered 
us up.” The Church selected this hymn because it 
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reminds us all of the spiritual captivity in which a 
sinful person finds himself. 

So tomorrow, God willing, we will hear the 
Gospel reading about the Prodigal Son, a most 
moving Gospel parable in which the Lord Jesus 
Christ showed us His Father, showed Him to us 
as a loving Father, a Father who has mercy, an 
all-forgiving Father. The parable says that a cer- 
tain man had two sons and the younger one re- 
belled against his father’s authority and began to 
demand that the father give him, as a son, as an 
heir, that part of the inheritance which was ap- 
portioned to him. The times were different then. 
Discipline and order were strict then. The father 
could have simply said, “stay home and be silent” 
and the son would have not dared to disobey. But 
fatherly wisdom knew that if the father would for- 
bid, the son would have to obey but in his soul 
there would constantly be bitterness and murmur- 
ing. The father in his experience perceived that it 
was beneficial for his son to become acquainted 
with that freedom for which he was yearning. It 
was frequently like this in our days when a par- 
ents hand and parental care and guardianship 
seemed burdensome for children. And so the fa- 
ther granted his son his freedom. He gave him his 
portion of his inheritance. He took all of this and 
went off into a distant land, far from his father’s 
house and there immersed himself completely in 
a life of debauchery. In the midst of the depravity 
and riotous living, in a flash he squandered his es- 
tate. In such cases it happens that when a person 
is wealthy and lives a dissipated, sinful, empty life, 
he surely has many friends, as they say “fellows of 
the bottle”, participants in his binges, but as soon 
as he comes to financial ruin they all leave him. 
And so he is left impoverished, hungry, alone. He 
became so needy that he was forced to herd swine. 
One must bear in mind that this category of ani- 
mal is banned by Mosaic law and only real need 
and hunger could have forced this son to become 
a swineherd. And as the parable says, he became 
so hungry, so exhausted that he would have de- 
sired to eat his fill of swine feed, but no one would 
even give him that. 

And so, says the parable, “When he came 
to himself,” saw the total outrageousness of his 


condition, understood what he had committed, 
how he had grieved his father, his fatherly love 
and care, he decides, “I will arise and go to my 
father and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before thee, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son; make me as one of 
thy hired servants.” But as it often happens with a 
person that no sooner does a motivating thought 
or feeling or disposition seize him, then this is 
where the matter ends for this is not followed by a 
change for the better. But at this point he had de- 
cided: “I will rise and go,” not only did he decide 
but he rose up and went. 

His journey was difficult — _ exhausted, 
starving, probably all in tatters he goes to his father. 
Meanwhile in his soul there is a burning fear over 
how his father will receive him. He has earned his 
father’s rejection, perhaps because of just paren- 
tal wrath he will simply be thrown out. And he 
does not know what awaits him. And so with this 
fear and with scalding reproaches of conscience he 
walks on to his father’s house. He comes close. 
He sees familiar scenery — fields, forests in which 
he had once played as a pure, innocent child. All 
of this increases his sorrow. Anxiously, with fear 
he comes closer and closer. But there, apparently 
he was expected and was forgiven. It turns out 
that his father had seen him when he was still far 
away. That means he must have gone out often 
and watched with hope lest his lost son might be 
returning and then the son in this shameful, hu- 
miliated condition finally came close and his fa- 
ther saw him. And instead of just wrath, instead 
of lawful indignation out of his father’s soul burst 
forth a current of fatherly love and drowned all 
else. The son comes still closer. The father runs 
out to meet him and falls on his neck and kisses 
him. The son began his penitent confession, “Fa- 
ther I have sinned against heaven and before thee 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son” but 
the father did not even let him finish — the fa- 
ther had already forgotten everything and forgiven 
everything and orders the servants to “bring the 
best robe and shoes and a ring for the son’s hand 
and we will be merry” said the father, “for this my 
son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and 
is found.” 
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It is this parable which the Church puts be- 
fore us at the approach of Great Lent, as if say- 
ing to each one of us “your sins are great; you 
have angered the Heavenly Father by these sins, 
by this unfaithfulness to His Holy Law, but do 
not be downcast in spirit; bring Him your repen- 
tance and if you come to Him with such a sincere, 
penitent spirit as this son had come, then you too 
will be received into the Fatherly embrace with 
love and forgiveness. One must never permit the 
thought that any possible human sins can tilt the 
balance, so to speak, of the scales of God’s com- 


passion; God’s compassion is not beaten by any of 
our sins. God is infinite. His love is infinite. In- 
finite is His compassion. No matter what a person 
has committed, his sins will vanish without a trace 
in the abyss of God’s mercy as a drop in the ocean. 
But one must only repent. A sinner who does not 
repent will ultimately experience on himself the 
stern and dread judgment of God while a penitent 
sinner will be received with the love of forgive- 
ness. And this is what the Church reminds us of 
through this moving parable as the Great Lent ap- 
proaches. Amen. 


SERMON ON THE GREAT ASCETICS OF ANTIQUITY 


In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 


The month of January is rich in days dedicated 
to the memory of many great God-pleasers, as 
well as in Church services connected with praises 
and remembrances of them. Contrary to January, 
February and March, on which the days of the 
Great Lent usually fall, have comparatively few 
days which involve the celebration of particularly, 
specially revered God-pleasers. 

Today the holy Church glorifies the great 
hermit-ascetic holy monk Paul, the desert dweller 
of Thebes, and after one day it will glorify St. An- 
thony the Great. This great God-pleaser had al- 
ready in his youth become entirely inflamed with 
the desire to serve only the Lord, as had the holy 
ascetic Saint Seraphim of Sarov, many years later, 
was inflamed with such a desire, as is hymned in 
the troparion to him: “From thy youth, thou hast 
loved Christ, O blessed one, and desired fervently 
to work for Him Alone...” 

The life of St. Anthony relates how he, a 
wealthy youth, possessing a significant estate, had 
once come to church and heard the Gospel ac- 
count about the wealthy youth to whom the Lord 
said, “If you wish to be perfect, give away your 
possessions to the poor and follow Me.” From the 
Gospel it is known that the youth did not carry 
this out, but “went away, grieving”, for his heart 
was too attached to his wealth. Anthony, upon 


hearing these words, said to himself: “That which 
the wealthy youth did not do, I, with God’s help, 
will attempt to complete.” He went, gave away his 
possessions, all his riches, made efforts to provide 
for his young sister, who was under his patronage, 
and went off on the path of podvig. And in the 
end of these many years of struggle, he became the 
great guide of monastics — Anthony the Great 
who, according to his Life and Church tradition, 
caused fear and trembling in the most wicked 
spirits for, during his life he had endured a most 
difficult and martyric battle with them, and by the 
power of God, with the help of God’s Grace, de- 
feated them in the end. 

In the Life of Anthony the Great it also says 
the following. When he grew old, having lived in 
the desert more than seventy years and was very 
advanced in age, the evil enticer-spirit, unable to 
make him waver through any enticement, began 
to suggest to him the proud thought that, suppos- 
edly he was higher and more perfect than all the 
other desert-dwellers because he had struggled the 
longest in this uninhabited desert. And then the 
Lord revealed to Anthony that in the most remote 
and isolated part of this desert lives an ancient 
elder-ascetic who had settled in the desert prior to 
Anthony. Upon hearing the revelation of the Lord, 
Anthony, as he had in his youth, again became in- 
flamed with the desire to see this concealed elder- 
ascetic and went off into the heart of the desert. 
Led by God’s Grace, he finally came upon a cave 
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which had a door, but when he approached, the 
door slammed shut. Anthony stopped at the door 
and began to wait and implore the unknown mys- 
terious resident of this cave to open his door. He 
even began as if to threaten the invisible occupant 
of the cave, saying, “I won't leave this spot until 
you open the door to me, even if I have to die 
from hunger and the heat of the sun,” for in those 
southern countries the heat is such that we here 
cannot even imagine... A voice was heard from 
behind the door: “Who is asking with threats?” 
And the door opened. Anthony, whose hair was 
white from age, was met by an even older elder, 
and then both ascetics, greeting each other with 
the brotherly embrace of love, and through the 
power of both their clairvoyance, called each other 
by name: “Rejoice, Paul!” “Rejoice, Anthony!” 

Although the holy ascetic Anthony had lived 
many long years in the desert, yet at times he 
would travel out of the desert to visit his spiritual 
children and to defend the faith against the here- 
tics; but Paul, having lived in the desert over nine- 
ty years without leaving and in complete isolation, 
could not have decisively known of what went on 
in the world, and questioned Anthony concerning 
this. The holy elders began to converse. 

When the hour of the meal arrived, the ra- 
ven flew in, placing a round loaf of bread before 
them on the table. Then the holy ascetic Paul 
exclaimed: “Compassionate and merciful is the 
Lord! It has now been so many years since I have 
been living here, and the raven brings me half a 
loaf, but today you have come and he brought 
me a whole loaf!” And here begins the quarrel of 
love and honor. It is appropriate for the eldest to 
break the bread, therefore Anthony asks Paul, say- 
ing, “You are older than me,” Paul responds, “You 
are my dear guest. You do it.” Between the holy 
elders a saintly squabble ensued, which ended in 
a miraculous way. Each one took hold of his side 
of the loaf in order to break it by joint effort, but 
they did not manage to do this for the bread was 
divided by an invisible hand into two halves. Lat- 
er on, when Anthony took leave of Paul, and then 
after some time again set out to visit him, on the 
way he saw a vision: it was the soul of the holy 
ascetic being transported to heaven by angels. The 


elder Anthony was grieved, having understood 
what this could mean, and hastened to Paul’s cave. 
There he saw Paul, on bended knees, deeply im- 
mersed in prayer. Bending down beside him and 
likewise submerging himself into prayer, Anthony 
spent more than one hour in deep, concentrated 
prayer, and only after this did he notice that the 
holy Paul was dead. (Many, many years later, 
likewise on bended knee before the icon of the 
Mother of God and deeply immersed in prayer, 
our great God-pleaser the holy ascetic Seraphim 
of Sarov reposed.) 

The holy ascetic Anthony grieved deeply af- 
ter the repose of the holy Paul, saying, “I came to 
know you so late, Paul, and how soon you have 
left me.” Then lions came running and dug a 
hole in which the holy Anthony buried his spiri- 
tual friend. And afterwards when he returned, his 
disciples asked St. Anthony, seeing his particular 
spiritually uplifted state, where he had been and 
what is the cause of this condition, he answered 
them: “What a sinner I am. And I even consid- 
ered myself to be a monk... I saw Paul already in 
heaven!” 

What an extraordinary life! How much this 
life of the God-pleasers does not resemble either 
in its outward form or in inner content that life 
which is usually lived by people who are even re- 
ligious or spiritually attuned. What a burning of 
the spirit one must have in order to struggle in a 
manner such as these extraordinary people strug- 
gled! One such ascetic was asked, “Are you not 
lonely — always alone?” He was a recluse and 
never left his cave. To this question he replied, 
“Jesus is my consolation. With Him you will nev- 
er be lonely anywhere.” 

‘These extraordinary people lived in constant 
live interaction with God and for them this re- 
placed everything. And if for some reason they 
had to be torn away from their beloved solitude 
which for them was always filled with prayer and 
live interaction with the God of love, they then 
grieved and strived to return to their solitude as 
quickly as possible. For them, interaction with 
the outer world, with people, was burdensome. 
But in the meanwhile, people, having learned of 
their life, their ascetic labors and saintliness, began 
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to come to them, sometimes from great distances, 
seeking and asking their counsel, prayers, help and 
comfort; and naturally, having received what they 
sought, would glorify these ascetics and righteous 
ones and would again ask their prayers and media- 
tion before the Lord of Glory. 

These people, the ascetics and righteous ones, 
proceeded toward eternal valuables; they were, if 
one may use the expression, spiritual maximal- 
ists, and they accepted all the Gospel laws and 
Church statutes without deliberation, without 
“intellectualizing”, unconditionally, in all their 
fullness, just as they are. Our problem lies in the 
fact that even if we read the Gospel and see in it 
the commandments of God, then we think that 
all of this is intended for someone else, but not 
for us. The appeals of the Savior and everything 
that is contained in the Gospel applies, as if to 
someone else, and there are few, very few, who 


direct and apply the holy word of the Gospel im- 
mediately to themselves. But yet the holy God- 
pleasers lived precisely this way. 

It is known that later, one great ascetic had a 
vision: according to his request, the Lord showed 
him the blessedness of righteous ones in heaven, 
in the mysterious heavenly dwellings. But he did 
not see St. Anthony the Great there. And when 
he asked, “But where is Anthony?” he was told, 
“Anthony is there where God Himself is.” The 
unique, exclusive podvig of the life of this great 
God-pleaser brought him so close to God that the 
Lord vouchsafed him a special closeness and tight 
co-existence with Himself, in blessed eternity. 

Such a lofty, marvelous lot is given by the Lord 
to only His special chosen ones; but the example 
of the holy life shines before us, like the sun, in- 
dicating to us for what we must strive, and what 
must be considered higher and more precious 
than anything. Amen. 


ON THE HEALING OF THE POSSESSED YOUTH 


In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 


The account of how the Lord Jesus Christ healed 
the possessed youth which we heard today during 
liturgy is related by three evangelists Matthew, 
Mark and Luke. The evangelist Matthew, whose 
Gospel we heard now, characteristically preserved 
for us the expression of the Savior Himself from 
which we see how difficult it was for our Savior to 
be in the midst of people through whom He saw 
and who astounded Him with their unbelief and 
corruption. 

When the Lord was transfigured and came 
down from Mt. Tabor, there He found a crowd of 
people; He saw there His disciples except for the 
three who had been with Him on Tabor, He saw 
the scribes and Pharisees, His raging enemies and 
a large crowd of people among whom there was a 
certain man with a son afflicted by a dumb spirit. 
‘The scribes and Pharisees were disputing some- 
thing with His disciples and the Lord drew near 


and, as if taking up in defense of His disciples, 
He asks the scribes and Pharisees what they were 
disputing with them. But the scribes and Pharisees 
gave no response to this because they knew well 
that it was one matter to deal with His Apostles 
but it was quite another matter to deal with Him. 

But here, the father of the possessed youth 
cried out, “Teacher I have brought you my pos- 
sessed son. I had brought him to Your disciples 
but they were not able to heal him; they could 
not cast out the evil spirit which possesses him 
and torments him.” And here those sorrowful 
words poured forth from the lips of our Savior, 
the likes of which we find in no other place. The 
Lord said, “O faithless and perverse generation. 
How long shall I be with you? How long shall I 
suffer you?” And then, in His endless mercy and 
compassion He immediately adds, “Bring him to 
me.” They brought the possessed youth to Him. 
When the wicked spirit saw to Whom they had 
brought him, that his evil control had come to an 
end, in rage he began to smash the unfortunate 
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youth against the ground so the young man was 
thrashing about ina fit. The apostles had not been 
able to cast him out, but the Lord says to him, 
“Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you depart 
from him and enter into him not again!” In rage 
the evil spirit screamed and went out of him, but 
while departing, from malice he hit the youth 
against the ground in such a way that the latter 
seemed dead. But the Lord took him by the hand, 
lifted him up and gave him to his father. 

Beloved listeners, what do you think? What 
would the Lord say now concerning us? In the 
Gospel He said, “O faithless and perverse genera- 
tion!” What about us? I fear that He might say 
something even worse. You yourselves see what 
life has become now. ‘Then, during the times of 
the Savior, the small Hebrew nation knew the true 
God and served Him while the rest of mankind 
was in the darkness of paganism. But now the 
world is supposedly Christian, but in this Chris- 
tian world now we see such horror, such filth, false- 
hood, malice which it seems have never been be- 
fore. So many beautiful words are spoken yet so 
many ugly deeds are done. This is why we must 
always remember when we read these sorrowful 
words of the Savior, “How long shall I be with 
you? How long shall I suffer you?” that the Lord 
would not likely say anything different were He to 
be in our midst, but maybe, I repeat, He would 
say something even worse. 

Let us remember this, beloved, and also re- 
member that when the Lord was healing the 
youth, he pointed out to the poor father of the 
youth why there had been no miraculous healing 
through the apostles. The Evangelist Mark, who 
relates this event in greater detail than the other 
evangelists, says that the father, in asking the Sav- 
ior to heal his son, says, “I brought him to Your 
disciples but they could not heal him, but “if Thou 
canst do anything have compassion on us and help 
us.” So you see, there is not at all a voice of firm 
faith, but rather definitely doubt, for he says “Jf 
Thou canst do anything,” perhaps thinking that 


the Savior might not be able to do anything. But 
as gently and delicately as the Lord speaks to him, 
so equally sternly He reprimands His contempo- 
raries. But to the suffering father the Lord speaks 
gently and with love, using his own wording, says, 
“Tf you can believe at least a little, then everything 
is possible for the believer”. At that moment, the 
father understood the essence of the matter, that 
he primarily was guilty because of his unbelief and 
he began to cry and with tears exclaimed, “Lord I 
believe, help Thou mine unbelief” and immedi- 
ately after this, as soon as the voice of faith burst 
forth from his heart, the Lord heals the possessed 
youth then and there. 

Let us remember what faith is. Faith is the 
key to all the treasures of God’s mercy and grace. 
The Lord had said specifically to His Apostles in 
this regard, “If you have faith even as a grain of 
mustard seed,” true faith, “then you will be able 
to move mountains.” Maybe you have read from 
the lives of the saints, how one ascetic was making 
a pilgrimage to the holy places with the intention 
of visiting other ascetics in the desert. He then 
came to the great ascetic, recluse holy ascetic Mark 
who had lived in the desert for ninety years. You 
see what true cave-dwelling asceticism is! And the 
holy father Mark asks his interlocutor, “Tell me, 
how is it with faith in the world now? Is it becom- 
ing stronger and increasing or not? For we know 
that it says in the Gospel that if someone says to 
this mountain, remove hence from here and it 
shall remove.” And right before the very eyes of 
the ascetic pilgrim, who was stricken with fear and 
in horror fell to the ground, the mountain began 
to quiver and moved. Mark stopped it, saying, “I 
did not tell you to move. Stand still!” But when 
he saw the fear of his interlocutor, he was grieved, 
saying, “So this means you were filled with fear; 
this means that there are few examples of real faith 
among people, because the Lord had said that ev- 
ery truly believing one would be able to do this.” 
You see how far off we have wondered from genu- 
ine faith, beloved. 
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ON THE MIRACLE-WORKING ICONS OF THE MOTHER OF GOD 


In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 


We are aware that Church teaching witnesses to 
the fact that when the most blessed Virgin Mary 
saw her image which was drawn (written) piously 
and lovingly by the Holy Evangelist Luke, she, 
the Aumblest of all women nonetheless with royal 
grandeur uttered then, “may the grace of My Son 
and mine be with this image.” And so, accord- 
ing to her divine word her grace and mercy abide 
upon that image and other images on which she is 
depicted. And we know that our Russian Church 
in particular, our Russian land was so wealthy in 
its number of miracle-working icons, especially of 
the Mother of God. 

‘There is a great multitude of them as we can 
see in this first-hand example of two images of the 
Mother of God simultaneously lying before us on 
the analogion; one is the Lesna miracle-working 
icon of the Mother of God to which this convent 
and all those living in it are dedicated, the other 
which the Russian Church celebrates today, the 
icon of the Mother of God of the Sign. And how 
many others besides these are there? It is dif_- 
cult even to recall all the miracle-working images; 
probably no one knows them all by memory for 
there are many dozen and likely even more. 

The holy fathers point out that the Lord, in- 
exhaustible in His means of granting mercy, gave 
us His Mother to be our Mother and our media- 
tress. In the presence of His justice, at times we 
are no longer deserving of pardon. It seems that 
I had already mentioned here on one occasion the 
remarkable words of the holy hierarch Theophan 
the Recluse which he had once written to some- 
one. “How wondrous is our Lord! Compassion- 
ate and merciful and long-suffering and plenteous 
in mercy, always ready to receive the penitent, 
mercifully covering our frailties and inadequacies, 
always reaching out to the human soul. And yet 
we manage to bring such a One to the point that 
He has to take up the rod of punishment.” 

But yet all of us know of many cases when 
between Him, Who is justly angered, angered 


by our outrageousness, and us, stands His Most 
Blessed Mother 
ing us with Her omophorion while She stretches 
out her most holy hands and the Lord, Who was 
seemingly ready to bring down His wrath upon us 
who earned this wrath, is mollified. 


with her omophorion, cover- 


Let us recall at least those evil times which oc- 
curred several hundred years ago when the Rus- 
sian people were nearing exhaustion; they were 
The Russian land 
appeared to be completely lifeless then for it was 
under the rule of adherents to a different faith, 
under the rule of enemies who hated it. But when 
the holy hierarchs, both those here on earth and 
those who had departed, prayed intensely and ear- 


like scattered autumn leaves. 


nestly, the holy saint Sergius appeared to one of 
those holy hierarchs who was praying fervently in 
his cell for the salvation of Rus’ and says, “Father, 
both our prayers and yours have been heard and 
through the mediation of the most blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Lord has rescinded the wrath which was 
already directed at the Russian people and He has 
had mercy and has forgiven the Russian people.” 

This happened many times. It’s not for 
nothing that the grateful Christian heart calls 
the Mother of God by such a variety of names: 
“Searcher for the Lost” and the “Joy of all Who 
Sorrow” and “Assuage my Sorrow” and by how 
many other names did the Russian people call her 
through her wondrous icons in which she pres- 
ents her grace and mercy as she manifested it and 
promised to manifest it through her first drawn 
icon, the Vladimir icon. 

Therefore, no matter how sinful a person may 
be, he must remember how great and how pow- 
erful the prayer of the Mother of God is. Again, 
if I have previously done so, it is fitting on this 
occasion to again relate the wonderful account 
of the holy hierarch Dimitri of Rostov connect- 
ed with yet another miracle-working icon of the 
Mother of God, “Unexpected Joy”. He relates the 
remarkable and miraculous incident when an un- 
fortunate man perishing in his sins was walking 
along his way to commit his sinful deed. But even 
in this fall into the sinful abyss as he would pass 
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the image of the Most Pure he always sincerely of- 
fered up to Her the angelic greeting: “Rejoice, O 
Thou Who art full of grace, the Lord is with Thee, 
Blessed art Thou among women!” and this sincere 
voice of humble greeting reached the ear of the 
Most Pure and she manifested to him her mercy 
and grace as she had promised. Once when he was 
walking to his place of transgression he was pass- 
ing by and again greeted her with these holy words 
when he suddenly saw that blood gushed forth 
from the wounds of the Savior and the visage of 
the Mother of God and that of the Savior seemed 
to come alive on the icon. He then fell down in 
horror and began to implore her for mercy, say- 
ing to her, “Mother of Compassion, make sup- 
plication to Thy Son that He forgive my transgres- 
sions.” She replied to him, “You call me Mother 
of Compassion, but yourself are not compassion- 
ate toward my Son, because when you, redeemed 
by His Holy Blood, sin and sin again, it is like cru- 
cifying Him for the second time.” The man began 
to beseech her and then, right before his very eyes 


she turned to her Son with fervent supplication 
for his forgiveness. A refusal. She intensifies her 
prayer. Another refusal. Again she intensifies her 
prayer but it seems the Lord does not wish to ful- 
fill Her prayer. ‘Then she rises from her throne 
where She had sat in regal grandeur. He then says, 
“What is it that you desire to do, My Mother?” 
And she says to Him, “Now I will seat You on this 
throne and will fall at Your feet and will not get up 
until You forgive this man.” He then says, “The 
law commands a Son to honor His Mother; Iam 
your Son and you are My Mother. May it be ac- 
cording to your word. His great sins are forgiven 
for the sake of your intercession for him.” 

After such examples how can a human soul de- 
spair? The Lord Jesus Christ, I repeat, gave us His 
Mother to be our Mother for whom all children 
are dear, good ones and not good ones Therefore 
let us never despair but let us always with firm 
hope run to her so that as before, even so now, 
even unto us sinners she will give her grace and 
mercy through her holy icon. Amen. 


ON THE MIRACULOUS CATCH OF FISH 


In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 


In the life of your parish, beloved, today is a special 
day. Not only is it the patronal feast, but also the 
day when actually the work on the construction be- 
gins which had been so difficult for your parish to 
start. But Glory be to God, finally the project is be- 
ginning. But before speaking about that, I will tell 
you a few words concerning today’s Gospel reading. 

Today during liturgy the Gospel passage was 
read of how the Lord Jesus Christ taught the peo- 
ple on the Sea of Galilee from a boat and after 
He had finished His sermon, he told Apostle Peter 
to launch the boat out into the deep and cast his 
nets. The apostle replied, “Teacher, we labored all 
night and caught nothing.” It is well known that 
it is easier to catch fish in nets during the night 
than during the day. At night the net is not vis- 


ible, while during the day it is and therefore if 
nothing was caught at night, then it is less likely to 
catch anything during the day. But nevertheless, 
he immediately adds in obedience, “according to 
Thy word I will cast my net.” And you probably 
know that the net trapped such a massive number 
of fish that two entire boats were filled and were 
close to sinking because of the quantity of fish. 
Characteristically the Savior performed a similar 
miracle at the end of His ministry, His preaching, 
after His resurrection. Exactly in the same man- 
ner, on the Sea of Galilee there was a miraculous 
catch of fish. This miracle did not happen once 
but twice. And of course, the Lord showed the 
apostles through this miracle how important His 
blessing, His word is. Until this word was spoken 
they had been unable to catch anything. But im- 
mediately upon receiving His word, the catch ex- 
ceeds every possibility, every expectation. 


And this edification is not only for the apos- 
tles, but for us all. How important it is at the start 
of every labor and task to summon God’s blessing. 
And so now here we will bless the spot when a 
church will be built and the foundation will be 
laid. It was not without distress that we observed 
the progress of this project which has been un- 
derway for a few years already. Remember, be- 
loved, what it seems I have already said here before 
in connection with this construction, that every 
good deed is the object of hatred and malice on 
the part of the enemy of our salvation and he tries 
in every way to sew confusion and to interfere. 
When good, believing people begin to do any- 
thing, he will attempt to sew discord, to cause 
them to argue or in any case to somehow set them 
against each other. But you remember that a par- 
ish is a family, in this family there must be a con- 
genial life. One cannot ever expect that on every 


issue everyone would always be of one opinion. 
But what is important is that if people disagree 
in their opinions, nonetheless they must trust each 
other. And if some think one way and others an- 
other, one must not consider them to be deliber- 
ate spoilers of the task. This is not right. Both 
parties want a good outcome and if you trust each 
other then everything will be in good order. Then 
the parties will be able to come to an agreement. 
Glory be to God that now your project has made 
a positive turn and now all of you will be present 
at the start of the building of this school which is 
so needed by your large, good and well-established 
parish. And when God grants the construction 
will be completed, don’t forget to again turn to 
God and thank the Lord God for His great mercy. 
And those who have labored in this task or given a 
donation, of course will receive God’s blessing and 
deserve great gratitude from us all. 


ON THE PUBLICAN AND PHARISEE 


In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 


A brief, clear, edifying parable. A parable of the 
Savior about how two people entered into the 
temple to pray. One was a Pharisee while the other, 
a publican; and the Pharisee, who stood in the front 
began to pray, “God, I thank You that Iam not like 
other people, extortioners, unjust, adulterers or 
even as this publican” (he probably pointed to the 
publican who had entered the temple and stood in 
the back); “I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of 
all that I possess.” In this manner he listed all his 
good works which he did indeed do. 

In the back stands the publican who 
brought with him nothing other than his sins. 
But he stood with his head bowed low and 
only smote himself on the chest and repeated, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner.” And so fol- 
lowed the conclusion of the Savior, the divine 
Author of this parable: “This man” (that is, the 
publican) “went down to his house justified rath- 
er” (more) “than the other.” And the Lord finally 
concludes the parable with the words, “for every 


one who exalteth himself shall be abased; and he 
who humbleth himself shall be exalted.” I repeat, 
a brief parable, but how much is said in it. 

Keep in mind that the Church, in speak- 
ing about this Pharisee who is mentioned in the 
parable does not condemn him completely. No. 
More than that, she offers us to emulate him, his 
good works, to take an example from him. Here 
he says that he fasts twice a week. According to 
the statutes of our Orthodox Church, except for 
certain periods of the year, like this non-fasting 
week, but otherwise every other week one should 
fast two days, on Wednesday and on Friday. The 
Pharisee did this, but I am certain that of all those 
present here not each person observes this. He, 
the Pharisee, constantly sacrificed a certain part 
of what he acquired as a donation. Do all of us 
do this? And so the Church, pointing this out 
to us says directly, “Let us endeavor to emulate 
the virtues of the Pharisee.” Except here is what 
we must not imitate: how he Aimse/f evaluated 
his virtues, how he behaved toward his virtues. 
Instead of humbly giving thanks to the One from 
Whom comes every good gift and every perfect 
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gift — instead of thanking the generous Lord, 
the Lord Who gives compassionately for having 
provided the Pharisee the opportunity to do these 
good works, he ascribed them totally to himself, 
and what’s more, began to declare that he is not 
like other people, enumerating only the sinners, 
lumping even this publican in with them, and in 
this manner, as once Chrysostom noted justly, 
“he condemned the entire world but justified 
himself alone.” 

It is this of which St. Andrew of Crete speaks 
in his Canon of Repentance, that when the Phari- 
see said, “God, I thank You” and then to this add- 
ed the other mindless words, for in and of itself, 
the prayer of thanksgiving was pleasing to God. If 
he had started his prayer, “God, I thank You” and 
had sincerely begun his prayer of thanksgiving, 
undoubtedly the Lord would not have forgotten 
this. But after his words of thanks, he ruined ev- 
erything, although he had begun well. Therefore, 
I repeat once again, one should not think that 
the Pharisee was completely ruined, so to speak, 


spiritually. The Church merely cautions us not to 
do what he did and not undertake to thank God 
using mindless words. 

And so when we are already sitting in the glim- 
mers of the light of the Great Lent the Church 
indicates to us how we should pray and how we 
should not pray. We should not pray the way the 
Pharisee prayed, but we must pray as the publican 
prayed. The Church grew fond of this prayer and 
frequently offers it to us as a model prayer. You 
and I know that the great God-pleaser, our vener- 
able elder Seraphim of Sarov, when he was sub- 
jected to a particularly vicious, terrible onslaught 
of the devil, spent 1,000 days and nights standing 
on a rock with outstretched arms and his prayer 
was precisely this prayer of the publican, “Lord, be 
merciful to me a sinner.” 

And oh, if only each one of us could learn to 
pray this short prayer as sincerely, from our entire 
soul as Venerable Seraphim prayed and as that 
publican prayed about whom the parable told us. 
Amen. 


ON THE THREE-FOLD COMPOSITION OF THE LIFE-GIVING CROSS 
AND OUR EARTHLY CROSS 


On the day when the Church glorifies the Life- 
Giving Cross, it is not superfluous for us, brothers 
and sisters, to remember how the Church, how the 
holy fathers and instructors in piety teach us to see 
the Life-giving and the carrying of one’s cross. 

‘The great instructor in faith and piety among 
our nation, the holy hierarch Theophan the Re- 
cluse, used to say that the Cross of Christ is three- 
fold in composition; the cross which a Christian 
must bear in his life is three-fold in composition, 
just as the very wood of the Cross, according to 
the prophet’s prediction was comprised of the 
wood of three types of trees. Likewise in the mat- 
ter of the bearing of one’s cross we see three sides, 
as if three crosses which merge into one, as the 
holy hierarch Theophan said. 

‘The first of these crosses is the cross of fallen 
mankind. The holy apostle Paul spoke of it briefly, 
precisely and powerfully, saying concerning him- 
self, “I don’t know what I do; the good which 
I wish to do I do not; the evil which I do not 


want, I do,” J become a prisoner of my sin — this is 
the cross of fallen man which no one can escape, 
of which again the holy hierarch Theophan had 
said, “Imagine a person who has a decomposing, 
stinking body tied tightly behind his shoulders; 
no matter where he runs or tries to wriggle out, 
he cannot unload this terrible stench of decom- 
position. It will invariably follow him, constantly 
pursue him.” 

The second cross is that which people com- 
monly understand to be the earthly cross of life: 
this is the combination of all sorrows, all troubles, 
all difficulties of which our life is so rich. This 
is what people understand as the bearing of one’s 
cross — and this is right, but this is not all there is 
to it. One must remember as the holy fathers say: 
a person who is surrounded by sorrows, illnesses, 
troubles, but yet as soon as he turns himself over 
to God with all his heart with all his soul, saying, 
the Lord does everything to good and therefore no 
matter what He sends me on my lifes path, I believe 
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that this is toward good, as soon as he says this in 
his heart (said the holy hierarch Theophan), ev- 
erything will change as if by the wave of a wand. 
Around him everything seems the same — all the 
same sorrows, the same difficulties, but he has 
changed and receives all of this in a completely dif- 
ferent way. This is how a cross-bearer must be, 
with firm conviction that the Heavenly Father will 
not give a stone instead of bread and if he sends 
some kind of a cross, difficulties and sorrows, that 
means these are beneficial for us. 

I have already quoted many times the remark- 
able words of the elder Amvrossy of Optina who 
said, “What will be will be, but what will be is 
what God grants, and God does everything to- 
ward good.” 

The third form of the cross. The holy hier- 
arch Theophan spoke about it humbly, with his 
characteristic profound humility. He said, “That 
cross is known only to those who are already on a 
high spiritual level, who have already overcome all 
temptations, who easily overcomes all tribulations. 


But the highest temptations — the temptations 
of pride, the temptation to elevate oneself over 
others, the temptation of thinking oneself better 
and higher than others because of one’s labors and 
feats — this cross is the heaviest, said the holy hi- 
erarch Theophan, and it is known only by those 
who have been perfected in all other things. 

So we must then remember that a Christian 
must be a cross-bearer. As we had talked of this 
yesterday, the human life begins under the cross: 
he is baptized and a cross is put around his neck 
at the very moment when he enters the Church 
through the mystery of baptism. When he is bur- 
ied into the earth from whence he came, over the 
grave a cross is placed signifying the bearing of the 
cross by this faithful Christian of the Church. 

Let us remember this, beloved, and let us 
remember about the power of the cross which 
strengthens a man and saves him in earthly dif- 
ficulties. Don’t forget, Christian soul, about this 
power and may the Lord, through the power of 
His cross, preserve you from every onslaught. 
Amen. 


ON THE WORDS “TO MAKE EXCUSE WITH EXCUSES IN SIN” 


After the lengthy service, the homily will not be 
lengthy at all, beloved. I only wish to remind you 
of what was chanted today during the Liturgy of 
the Pre-Sanctified Gifts, just as on Wednesday. We 
sang, “Incline not my heart unto words of evil to 
make excuse with excuses in sin.” These ancient 
words mean that we ask the Lord that He not per- 
mit our heart to make excuses, that is to invent or 
make up excuses for our sins. 

From what was read from the Book of Genesis 
today, we see how dangerous and terrifying it is to 
make excuses for sins, how dangerous it is for us to 
invent these justifications. And what did we read? 
We read how Adam and Eve, while delighting in 
Paradise in the greatest blessing which a human 
soul could ever receive into itself, betrayed their 
Creator, Master, Father and Benefactor while be- 
lieving the tempter. God told them, “Eat not of 
the tree, for you will die,” but the tempter dared 


to say, “No, you will not die.” As soon as he had 
said this, Eve should have said, “How dare you say 
this” and turned away from him, but she contin- 
ued to listen and was herself enticed and enticed 
her husband. And they both began to “make ex- 
cuse with excuses in sin” when the merciful Lord 
called them to repentance. But instead, Adam 
began to justify himself in such a way, as the holy 
hierarch Gregory the Theologian says, as to even 
try to lay the blame on God, for he complains that 
God Himself caused this for had He not given 
Adam such a wife, he would not have sinned. Eve 
too began to place the blame on the serpent; she 
couldn't blame her husband for God will not be 
deceived, but one way or another, neither the hus- 
band nor the wife repented. Had they repented 
they would have remained in the habitations of 
Paradise, for the merciful Lord would have await- 
ed only that one thing, that they would repent. 
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And so, this is what the Church reminds us of, 
beloved, when now many are preparing to receive 
the Holy Mysteries, to make confession and to 
take Holy Communion. So let us remember how 
dangerous it is during confession, in repentance to 
make excuses for sins; how dangerous it is to make 
up a justification for oneself. Remember that in a 
human court of law, a person may justify himself 
and if he succeeds, he considers that he has won. 


But could one justify oneself at God’s Judgment? 
“May no man living before you be justified” says 
the word of God. But remember that at the Judg- 
ment seat of God, at the trial of Truth, at the Sav- 
ior’s merciful trial, the more deeply and sincerely 
you condemn yourself, the greater mercy you will 
receive because “a heart that is broken and hum- 
bled, the Lord will never despise.” Amen. 


ON THE WORDS “EVERY MAN IS A LIAR” 


In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 


I want to direct your attention to the words of one 
psalm which is frequently read in church and begins 
with the words: “I believed wherefore I spake; I 
was greatly afflicted and I said in my haste every 
man is a liar.” We live in a time which one can 
call “The Kingdom of Lies”, and this is not only in 
our unfortunate native land which in fact is being 
ruled by what the Lord had called the liar, father 
of lies, Satan himself, but even beyond the borders 
of our native land, in our lives this falsehood is so 
widespread, people have become so steeped in lies 
that in deed, I repeat we are in some kind of total 
Kingdom of Lies. The first words in the psalm say: 
“T believed wherefore I spake,” i.e. I believed and 
spoke, or if this may be conveyed in a more expand- 
ed sense, I believed and therefore I spoke based on 
that belief, or, I spoke according to what I believe. 
I believe and therefore I speak. These words must 
be taken as meaning that when a person makes a 
determination concerning something, concerning 
phenomena in contemporary life, he must make 
those determinations from the point of view of the 
Faith. If he really believes, then it must be from 
precisely that point of view that he should draw 
conclusions concerning everything that surrounds 
him, and not as the world makes its judgments. 
‘The world judges in one way, but the Law of God 
indicates something completely different. 

And so, a Christian, if he wants to truly be, 
as the Moscow holy hierarch Philaret expressed it, 
“be a Christian, not just appear to be a Christian,” 


he must see all things from a Christian standpoint, 
from the point of view of faith, religion. Some 
say, and often say justifiably that the Church 
should not involve itself in politics, that this is not 
its sphere. But to cast a beam of Evangelical Truth 
on what is occurring in the world, the Church not 
only can but must. And so it was established by 
the Lord that it should be a beacon of light in the 
world. Divine Truth is preserved inviolate within 
the Church and anyone who is assessing what he 
sees and hears in the world must do this primarily 
from a religious point of view. 

But are there many such people these days? 
People choose any number of guiding principles, 
including those that originate in the Church and 
their personal attitude toward them. Then there 
are any number of guiding principles; whether 
something is expedient or not, and all other 
personal desires, partialities, caprices, passions. 
People use any number of guiding principles in 
making determinations concerning life, but there 
are few left now who base their judgments on the 
Christian standpoint. This is why life has become 
so empty spiritually, encumbered by empty van- 
ity and often filth and impurity. In the spiritual 
sense this life is becoming emptier and emptier. 
This is unavoidable because if we do not stand on 
the sole, true, correct religious viewpoint or do 
not make determinations or form our attitudes 
towards everything from “his point of view, then 
we ourselves become immersed in falsehood and 
are surrounded by falsehood, hence everywhere it 
seems that everything is forming into some kind 
of a lump, pouring into one heap. 
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So let us remember this, brethren. Every man 
is a liar. This does not mean that each person lies 
all the time about everything and with every step 
he takes. No. But the mere fact that he is not 
rooted in Truth is why he errs and can speak un- 
truths and lie. This applies to anyone, even the 
best person, because even he is not immune by the 
sheer fact that he is a sinful person and is not im- 
mune from mistakes and errors. And this is why 
the Psalmist said that every man is a liar. No 
matter what you lean on for support, if you do 
not lean on God for support, every other support 


is unreliable. Remember how it was said in the 
Old Testament Sacred Scripture, if you lean on a 
person for support, rely on him totally, this is the 
same thing as leaning on a cracked reed. When 
it snaps completely it will provide you with no 
support whatsoever. It is the same as this in life 
nowadays. ‘Therefore every Christian soul must 
remember that one must make determinations, 
view everything, evaluate everything from only 
one true perspective, from the perspective of the 
Church’s understanding and enlightened concept 
of life. Amen. 


ON THE GOSPEL WORDS: 
“LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE BEFORE MEN THAT THEY MAY SEE YOUR GOOD 
WORKS AND GLORIFY YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN” 


Since ancient times, there was a Russian folk saying: 
“Words edify, but examples draw,” that is, if words 
are able in one way or another of teaching someone 
something, a good example which someone dem- 
onstrates in his life through works, draws others to 
follow, emulate him, and woe to the person whose 
deeds diverge from his words. 

So, in today’s Gospel reading we heard the 
words of the Savior, directed primarily toward His 
apostles and through them to us sinners also: “Let 
your light so shine before men that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father Who is 
in heaven,” that is may your light so shine, the 
light of your good works on earth, so that people, 
seeing your good works would glorify your Father, 
Who is in heaven. 

Upon reading these evangelical words, one re- 
calls what the pagans said about Christians in the 
first centuries of Christianity. At first, the mali- 
cious enemies of the Christians, the Judzans at- 
tempted to replace Christianity with all manner 
of slander, perverting Christian dogmas. ‘They 
engineered such a slander against our mystery of 
Holy Communion, suggesting that Christians in 
their Eucharist butchered infants and drank their 
blood. But eventually, all this calumny dispersed 
and as the historians of that era wrote, pagans con- 
verted to Christianity in droves. “Look at the life 
of these Christians,” the pagans said with wonder 
and admiration. ‘The life of the Christians drew 


them towards that same path and they would em- 
brace Christianity. 

But in our days, by looking at us, would many 
embrace our faith, our Orthodox Christianity? In 
the east, Orthodox people lived among the pagan 
Chinese; here, among the heterodox. What can 
these people learn from us? That is the question! 
In the Holy Scriptures not only does it say that 
the light of Christians should shine before pagans, 
but also stern words are spoken concerning this. 
Apostle Paul once had written sternly to his fellow 
tribesmen: “Because of you, the name of God is 
blasphemed among the pagans.” And how does 
this happen? There is a well-known case of a certain 
Christian missionary who arrived in a pagan coun- 
try and began to preach Christ. The people lis- 
tened to him attentively and piously, but then this 
is what they asked him: “Tell us this; when the 
first ones from your country came to us, were they 
also Christians?” Without suspecting what would 
follow, the missionary replied: “Yes, they too were 
Christians.” “Then leave us alone and go away!” 
they said to him, “Your Christians behaved them- 
selves so badly here that none of us even wanted to 
be a Christian!” This is what happened. 

And similar things occurred more than once. 
Instead of setting an example, Christians nowa- 
days demonstrate something quite different. They 
merely merge with their surroundings, live like ev- 
eryone else lives, and this is noticeably widespread 
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among Orthodox Russian people. They live, in 
fact, no differently at all from the non-Orthodox 
and those around them. This is why, when one 
looks at them, no one can even imagine how lofty, 
how splendid our faith is! How lofty, how mar- 
velous are God’s pledges which promise us eternal 
life, eternal sharing of the Kingdom with Christ, 
an eternal song of joy and triumph in the never 
waning day of the Kingdom of the Lord! How 
lofty, how wonderful are all these promises! 

But looking at us, can one even imagine or 
think that we live namely according to such prom- 
ises? We live totally by that life which has swal- 
lowed us up. 


Therefore, we must remember every time when 
we hear these words: “Let your light so shine be- 
fore men so that they may see your good works” 
to remind ourselves that these words were spoken 
to us too, and that the Lord in His good time, at 
the Dread Judgment will require an answer from 
us whether we set a due example to those who are 
not Orthodox but see our lives. 

May the Lord by His grace set us on the prop- 
er path, so that they, looking at us, could also gen- 
uinely appreciate the loftiness of Orthodoxy and 
perhaps even embrace it as their own faith. Amen. 


All the preceding were translated by Evgenia Chisholm, either from printed texts published by ROYC, 
or transcribed & translated from Russian audiotape originals. 


PRAYERS OF SAINT EPHRAEM THE SYRIAN 


O Lord, unite in peace 
Both priests and kings; 
And in one Church 

Let the priests offer prayers 
On behalf of kings, 

And let princes be merciful 
To those about them. 

And let the peace which is in Thyself 
Be possessed also by us, 

O Thou Lord of all things 
Both without and within!” 


(Page before the Preface) 


O Lord, we entreat of Thy goodness 
That Thou wilt forgive our sins, 

And pass by our follies. 

Open to us, Lord, 

The door of Thy tender mercies. 

That there may come unto us 

Seasons of refreshing. 

And if indeed, O Lord, 

Thou dost open the door to the penitent. 
In Thy mercy receive our petition! 


(Page 182) 
The Syrians attribute to Ephraem twelve thousand 
songs; the Copts, fourteen thousand.” — Asseman. 


From a selection of translations made by The Rev. Henry Burgess, PhD (1853) 


[ ] Yes... want to pledge support for the Haitian Orthodox Mission! Please record my pledge through December 
2016 for a contribution of [ ] $200 [ ] $100 [ ] $50 [ ] other amount ( ) monthly, by [ ] check or 
. (You may of course 


[ ] MasterCard/VISA (number below). I enclose my first month’s pledge for 
choose a dedicated use below if you wish.) 

[ ] Yes... I want to make a one-time contribution toward the expenses of the Haitian Orthodox Mission, in 
the amount of [ ] $1000 [ ] $500 [ ] $250 [ ] $100 [ ] other amount (______), for which I enclose my 
[ ] check [ ] MasterCard/VISA (number below). I would like my contribution to be used for [ ] support of the church- 
related schools [ ] assistance for earthquake recovery [ | transportation funds for faithful living at long distances from 
the church [ ] assistance for Food for Hungry Children (another container coming up!) [ ] however needed. 


Name: 
Mail or fax to: 


Address: 

City/State/ZIP: 

Telephone: 
MasterCard/VISA number: 


Haitian Orthodox Mission 
1180 Orthodox Way 
Liberty TN 37095 USA 
775-377-4610 
fax 615-536-5945 


Expiration date: _ /_ 


www. haitianorthodoxmission.org 
frgregory@sjkp.org 


